
interests in dealing with China.4
Much of  the discussion is convincing and stimulating, yet as most case studies concentrate 

wonder how history and culture are involved in the process, though this point has been 

As Tim Winter recently points out, China is actively adopting the past as a mechanism of  
heritage policy and artfully uses history and heritage to exercise its geocultural advantage.  

overlooked. 
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Pious Peripheries examines the dialectic of  construction, resistance, and lived experience among 

the marginalization of  women and the evolvement of  gender politics since the last Taliban 

hand accounts, often told in the words of  runaway women, of  the disciplining of  their 

is pondering the future of  women’s rights after the fall of  Kabul to Taliban forces in August 
2021. 
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resistance. The introductory chapter problematizes the conventional binary framings of  
women’s identity that have obscured our understanding of  the complicated relationship 
between Islam and women’s empowerment. These binaries often divide women into the 

shifts in domestic and global politics.  
Chapter one looks at the paradoxical role of  shelter (khana-ti aman

The next chapter revisits many draconian measures that the Taliban implemented to 

of  the women’s shelters still internalize the disciplinary values and norms against female 

Chapter 3 analyzes the transmission of  submissive ideology in many Persian and Pashtun 
poems and songs that are popular among shelter women. These verses of  love and honor 

passive recipients of  a theocratic, patriarchal order that the Taliban imposed on them. They 

Afghanistan but its governance structure has politicized the scope of  private and public 

at a variety of  pedagogical materials on Islamic womanhood. The Taliban movement was a 

honor as essential pillars of  modern Afghanistan. 
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culture still hold the society together and prevent it from falling apart. The shelter women 
delve into these traditional norms to construct a humane vision of  Islam against the Taliban 
discourse of  pious and obedient womanhood. Thus, the politics of  gender engagement span 

that arises is one of  such variations that it is hard to generalize. 
The conclusion pulls all the conceptual and empirical issues together and discusses the 

difference to thrive is fundamental to the survival of  the shelter. The transitory friendships 
and alliances that develop inside the shelter are a microcosm of  solidarities that are now 

multiplicity of  radically different subject positions to coexist alongside with each other” in an 
increasingly dictatorial context remains to be seen. 

into a fresh take on the agential role of  Afghan runaway women. Their stories are both local 

found in modern transportation, especially passenger trains, reliable ways to escape abuses.6 
The Afghan women are following in the same footsteps to start and end relationships on 
the margins of  society. These familiar survival tactics create an autonomous sphere and a 
moral conviction that empowers women in their negotiations within the state’s rhetorical and 
disciplinary framework. 

Pious Peripheries is the model of  engaged scholarship based on ethnographic research 
among marginalized groups. Compared with 

recipients of  gender violence who use the shelter system as a transitional space to escape 
abuses and rebuild their lives.7 The diverse experiences of  these runaway women reveal the 

reinvent a new sense of  belonging inside the shelter system. It is in this dynamic process that 
a variety of  identities have emerged, juxtaposing tradition and modernity, local and global 
forces, and religious heritage and feminism. The most effective way to exercise individual 
agency is to carve out personal space without subverting the hegemonic regime. The scope 
of  agency for Afghan women today may be restricted because of  the unfavorable set of  
circumstances, but their determination to reinvent themselves and rework their situations 

6 Runaway Wives, Urban Crimes, and Survival Tactics in Wartime Beijing, 1937–1949 (Cambridge, MA: 

7 
Torunn Wimpelmann, The Pitfalls of  Protection: Gender, Violence, and Power in Afghanistan
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embodies a certain degree of  agency in challenging the hegemon. One can only hope that 

and conduct further research on women’s lived experiences in times of  rapid changes.  
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